


buzzword yet? Google defines it as the “avoidance

of the depletion of natural resources in order to
maintain an ecological balance”. In other words, it's
the process of taking into consideration whether the
environment will be harmed or preserved by any
particular action or choice.

At FIDM, students have access to a whole
room showcasing fashion'’s latest advancements
in technology and sustainability. The Textiles &
Design Research room is located in the library
and features innovative materials. There are
two walls covered in textile samples that are
part of the renowned Material ConneXion®
database, which holds a rapidly growing
collection of 7,000-plus new materials,
textiles, and processes from all sectors of
the design world.

A few highlights include: a
Salvatore Ferragamo skirt (made from
orange peels), a G-Star RAW denim jacket
(made incorporating ocean waste), a chair
made of recycled refrigerators, shoes made
out of “mushroom suede,” and a Tommy
Hilfiger coat with solar panels that power a
pocket phone charger.

Another way FIDM encourages students
to think about fashion’s environmental impact
is by participating in industry collaborations that
also support sustainability. In fact, one of FIDM's
most recent special projects for Uniglo challenged
students to create a collection made of recycled
textiles. These textiles were sourced from articles
of clothing collected through Uniglo’s All-Product
Recycling Initiative, which encourages customers
to donate their unwanted used clothes at their
local Uniglo. The students’ designs featured unique
textiles from the donated garments and trend-
driven techniques like patchwork,splicing, and
color-blocking.

These looks were designed by Riley Fawcett,
Cicily Frye, Sofia Elin, Alejandra Juarez, Michelle
McLamb, Bianka Meily, and Ellie Smith. Through this
challenge, the students successfully demonstrated
how sustainability and fashion go hand-in-hand.
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